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The Excavation Area 1 was divided into 2 excavation
areas, labelled as the Excavation Square No. 1 and 4.
Archaeological excavations conducted here have found
that this area was used specifically as cemetery, not the
habitation areas, during the late prehistoric times. [n all
of these excavation squares human skeletons buried in
extended position were found from the depth about 40
to 110 centimeters below the present ground surface of
the site. Pottery is the main offering found in almost
every burials. Bronze ornaments, glass beads, semi-
precious stene beads and iron implements were found

in many burials.
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Excavation Area 2 : Excavation Square 2 and 3
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The Excavation Area 2 was divided into a few excavation
squares. Archaeological excavations conducted here, however,
were started in the Excavation Square 2 and 3 and had found
that this area was used specifically as cemetery, not as the
habitation areas, during the late prehistoric times, In all of these

excavation squares, human skeletons buried in extended position

were found from the depth about 40 to 110 centimeters below

the present ground surface of the site.
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Summary of excavations
n the Excavation Square No. 1 and 4

of the Excavation Area 1
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Excavation Square No. 10

This excavation square is located close to the western edge of this
archaeological site, which is the location where 2 small natural streams,
that bordered the northern and southern edges of the site, combining
together to become a larger stream and further flowing west to drain into
the Pasak river. Archaeological deposits of about 1 meter thick were
found in this excavation square. Much pottery fragments, animal bones
and shells of freshwater snail were found in the deposits. Obviously, this
area would have been the main habitation area of the prehistoric Ban
Pong Manao village. No extended human burial was found in this excavation
square. However, 2 burial jar, each contained a skeleton of very young infant,

were found. These burial jars were similar to those found in the Excavation

Square No. 6, located at the eastern edge of this site and is about 200 meters

to the east of this excavation square.
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Burial Jar No. 1

of the Excavation Square No. 10,

containing an infant skeleton

Mvughurnusamn wwluvquyeduninoiay b
Burial Jar found in the Excavation Square No. 6,

containing an infant skeleton
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Prehistoric human skeleton display trench
This trench was enlarge, by the village committee, from the previous

illigal treasure hunting pits in February, 2000 with the purpose to develop

the archaeological site of Ban Pong Manao into a tourist attraction. Numerous

ancient human skeletons were found in this trench.

In October 2000, a team comprised a lecturer and students of the
Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University
cooperated with the local villagers and organizations to conduct an initial
excavation for exposing the skeletons and straitening the walls of the
skeleton display trench. The excavation was financially supported by the
Tourism Authority of Thailand and the Huai Khun Ram Sub-district
Administration Organization.

This archaeological activity had led to the understanding that the area
of this trench and its immediate vicinities were used specifically in the
ancient times as main community cemetery and that there were several

burial levels occurred successively in this ancient cemetery.
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