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Anthropological 
Tools that Make

Community Study
Easy, Effective, and Fun

The 7 Community Tools



• GeoGeoGeoGeo----social mappingsocial mappingsocial mappingsocial mapping

• GenogramGenogramGenogramGenogram

• Community OrganizationCommunity OrganizationCommunity OrganizationCommunity Organization

• Local Health systemsLocal Health systemsLocal Health systemsLocal Health systems

• Community CalendarCommunity CalendarCommunity CalendarCommunity Calendar

• Local historyLocal historyLocal historyLocal history

• Biographies: Life storiesBiographies: Life storiesBiographies: Life storiesBiographies: Life stories

Anthropological Tools for Community StudyAnthropological Tools for Community Study
The 7 Community Tools



1. Geo1. Geo--social Mappingsocial Mapping

local contexts
Sense of community
Identify informants
Direct observation
Create relationship

Understanding…



Geo-social mapping is not just a map;  

it is a way of understanding and organizing 
community information.  

•• Transecting & exploring the field.Transecting & exploring the field.

•• Social functions of places: Social Social functions of places: Social 
activities, social identities, womenactivities, social identities, women’’s s 
spaces, domestic, public, political, social spaces, domestic, public, political, social 
relation, etc. relation, etc. 

•• Social meaning of spaces: Ritual, sacred, Social meaning of spaces: Ritual, sacred, 
taboo, modern, etc.taboo, modern, etc.

Geographical + Social mappingGeographical + Social mapping



Mapping vs Geo-social mappingMapping vs Geo-social mapping



2. Genogram2. Genogram

The most basic social relationship; The most basic social relationship; 
The fabric of traditional societyThe fabric of traditional society

Family and Kinship StructuresFamily and Kinship Structures



GenogramGenogram
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3. Community Organizations3. Community Organizations

Organization by action and operation
Formal and informal organizations

Mapping Social Structures and Social Relations
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Social Network Analysis: 
Individuals, Nodes, Networks 



4. Local health systems

Pluralism of medical systems
Cultural diversity

80%80%

POPULAR HEALTH 
SECTOR

POPULAR HEALTH 
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PROFESSIONAL 
SECTORFOLK SECTORFOLK SECTOR



Medical PluralismMedical Pluralism

Humoral medicine

Faith healing

Astronomy

Practical experience

Humoral medicine

Faith healing

Astronomy

Practical experience



Mind Mapping of Mind Mapping of 
Local Health SystemLocal Health System



5. Community Calendar5. Community Calendar
Understanding local ways of life

Economic calendar: Occupational cycles
Cultural calendar: Religious & social events



Community calendar: Economic & CulturalCommunity calendar: Economic & CulturalCommunity calendar: Economic & CulturalCommunity calendar: Economic & Cultural
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Economic
Political
Social
Health

6 Local History6 Local History



Bhutan Historical Chart (Example)
1600    1650        1700         1750         1800         1850 1900         1950         2000

1825-1882 Jigme Namgyel ruled Tongsa

1864-65 Duar War

1953 National 
Parliament

1900 Modernization Globalization

1928-1972 Jigme
Dorji Wangchuck

1971

Joined UN

1700-1800 War and conflict

1616

Conflict in Tibet

1616-1682 Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel

1682-1696 Desi Tenzin Rabgye

WW 2
1941-1945



Elder personsElder personsElder personsElder persons
Religious Religious Religious Religious 
LeadersLeadersLeadersLeaders
Community Community Community Community 
LeadersLeadersLeadersLeaders
HealersHealersHealersHealers
The PoorThe PoorThe PoorThe Poor
Ethnic MinoritiesEthnic MinoritiesEthnic MinoritiesEthnic Minorities

Elder personsElder personsElder personsElder persons
Religious Religious Religious Religious 
LeadersLeadersLeadersLeaders
Community Community Community Community 
LeadersLeadersLeadersLeaders
HealersHealersHealersHealers
The PoorThe PoorThe PoorThe Poor
Ethnic MinoritiesEthnic MinoritiesEthnic MinoritiesEthnic Minorities

7. Life Stories7. Life Stories

Biographical accounts: Personal stories reflect 

social changes, values and cultural practices.




